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· Increase conversation with your child. Try to include new and interesting words in conversation.
· When reading, discuss the meaning of new vocabulary words and examples of when the words may be used. Pointing out related words is also helpful.
· Play word games to increase vocabulary.  Games such as Scrabble, Boggle, and Scattergories are helpful.
· Read, read, read!  The more a child reads, the greater their vocabulary.
· If your child becomes frustrated with an unfamiliar vocabulary word, encourage perseverance.  Encourage your child to look before and after the word for clues to the word’s meaning. Also, looking for familiar word parts that appear in other words may be helpful.  They can also use the dictionary or glossary in a book to help find the meaning of a word.


Adolescent Readers

Reading tips for...

If your child needs help with fluency...
Fluency is the ability to read smoothly and accurately with appropriate phrasing and expression.
· Model fluent reading at home through reading books, magazines, or newspapers.
· Repeated readings, in which the child rereads familiar material, aids in fluency development.
· Following along in the text while being read to or listening to a book on tape is helpful.
· Automatically recognizing words, which appear frequently in text (high frequency words), may help students build fluency in reading.
If your child needs help reading a textbook...
· Encourage students to preview the chapter of the textbook.  Gather background knowledge about the subject to aid in understanding. The following text features are helpful in providing background knowledge.
· Titles
· Headings/Subheadings
· Words in bold or italics
· Pictures and captions
· Graphs, tables, and charts
· End of chapter questions
· Introduction
· Encourage students to form questions from the headings to set a purpose for reading.


· 




Resources

Book suggestions for adolescent readers
www.ala.org/yalsa

Resources for parents of adolescent readers
adlit.org

Parent and Afterschool Resources
readwritethink.org

Sara Lobaugh – Middle School Literacy Specialist
slobaugh@wssd.k12.pa.us


If your child is unmotivated to read...
· Encourage reading for pleasure. Let your child see you reading for enjoyment.
· Read aloud articles, poems, or letters to your child.
· Try reading some young adult novels that may interest your child and give you insight as to what types of books and topics are popular with teen readers.
· If possible, have a variety of reading materials available in your home.
If your child needs help understanding what they are reading....
· Before reading, talk about the title, topic, pictures, table of contents, and other features that may help make a prediction or connections about what they will read.
· Encourage your child to write down questions, thoughts, connections, or important points they may have while reading a text.  Discuss those thoughts and questions.
· Ask your child to summarize the key ideas and details after reading.
· Encourage your child to slow down and reread if they are having trouble understanding a part of the text.
· Ask questions about what your child is reading.
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